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Last Monday, I made it to Lexington, South Carolina to see the total solar eclipse.  I had been 
monitoring the weather for many potential sites to view the solar eclipse and just that morning had 
decided that it was better to ditch my original choice, Santee, SC, to see the eclipse to drive more 
west away from the weather that was coming in about 2:00 pm just 40 minutes before the total 
eclipse.  Lisa and I got into Lexington at about 9:30 am and as we stopped for gas, in talking to 
someone at the gas station, we heard about a solar eclipse event happening at Lake Murray just 5-6 
miles away. We set out to the park to find a very long line of cars waiting to get into the park.  So we 
found another place to park our car and walked about a mile to get into the Lake Murray park. We 
had no chairs or even a blanket and were offered the other half of a picnic table to sit as we waited 
through the next 2-3 hours.  I am so grateful for Southern hospitality!   
 
Just before the eclipse was to start, I went to look at the sun with my NASA approved glasses.  I 
looked up for perhaps 3 seconds and looked down when a man said to me, “Don’t look at it too long.” 
I replied, I won’t. This is not my first eclipse.”  He came over and handed me a card with a picture of 
the sun and the earth right next to it for comparison.  He said, “Do you know Jesus?”  I said, “I do”.  
He continued, “Is he your Lord and Savior?”  I said, “Oh yes!” He then suggested I give the card he 
had given me to someone else and told me he had folks all over Lake Murray Park handing out cards.  
I told him I was a minister from Perth Amboy, New Jersey and that I was Episcopalian.  He knew 
about Episcopalians and was surprised that I could talk about Jesus.  I told him I was part of an effort 
– the Way of St. Paul – that teaches folk to talk about Jesus and the difference it makes in our lives 
that we follow him. 
 
Why is it that people do not think that Episcopalians are not following Jesus Christ?  Well – perhaps 
we can all answer that question. It hasn’t been what we do.  And don’t worry – they say the same 
thing about Catholics and many of the other mainline denominations such as Presbyterians and 
Methodists. Something we all need to work on. And by the way, the card was very disappointing.  It 
did not mention the eclipse.  It was only a nod to science was noting that the earth could fit into the 
volume of the sun over a million times. The rest was about what you have done wrong and to ask 
forgiveness from God. To me this was not a great way to describe what knowing Jesus and following 
Jesus is all about.  To me this makes Jesus’ question to the disciples in this morning’s gospel, “Who 
do you say that I am?”, even more important. How we answer that question is important to our 
discipleship and how we share that precious life of discipleship with others. 
 
Who do we say that Jesus is?  Who is Jesus to us?  What do we tell others about Jesus?  These are 
the same questions Jesus poses to the disciples in our gospel reading. “When Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
 
You are the Messiah, Son of the living God.  Ah Peter!  So often he says completely the wrong thing 
and then he says the completely right thing – The Messiah, Son of the Living God. I understand why 
he said the Messiah part. The Jewish people had been waiting for the Messiah to save them from the 
oppression from the Romans, to bring them to being a great nation.  And yet there is that other part of 
how Peter describes Jesus– son of the living God.   This is not just the God of the past.  Jesus is here 
now – son of the living God. Peter has got it! It is a story that continues to be told.   How will we tell 
the story of whom Jesus is?  What would we say if Jesus said to us, “Who do you say that I am?” 
 



It is not an easy question to answer.  The answer is often very personal. After all it is your relationship 
with Jesus.  And yet as one of my colleagues reminds me, if the disciples had been private and 
personal about their faith, we wouldn’t be here.  We wouldn’t know about the living God who loves us, 
walks with us and sends us out into the world to make it a better place. Who do you say that Jesus 
is? You can go with a quick answer. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of living God – Peter’s answer.  
But what else could you say about Jesus is in your life each and every day? How would you talk 
about Jesus in your own words? 
 
I started thinking back about who Jesus has been in my life. As a child, Jesus was the man in the 
picture on my bedroom wall. Jesus was the one I called on in my prayers.  I knew Jesus through the 
bible stories my mom read me.  Later on, as I began to take in the stories I read in the bible, Jesus 
was the miracle worker, the one who cared for the sick and who hung out with those that other people 
rejected. He insisted on love and was never afraid of confrontation. As a twenty something who 
stayed away from church for a couple of years, receiving Jesus’ body and blood at communion and 
experiencing that sacred moment drew me back into a faith community. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
gives me hope each and every day reminding me that God brings new life and hope into the darkest 
and most desperate of places we find in our lives. Jesus’ life helps me stand up for those who are 
suffering and to speak out against injustice. Some days I can barely get my mind around the idea that 
God came to us as a human being to show us how much we are loved and to show us how to live 
and yet I am so thankful we have been given this crazy amazing gift of Jesus.   
 
I could say more about my experience of Jesus, but I want you to think about your experience – about 
who Jesus is to you in your life.  Who do you say Jesus is?  How is Jesus present in your life?  How 
would you talk about Jesus in your own words? What Jesus moment is most important in your life?  
When did you rely on Jesus the most?  Putting words to answer these questions is important because 
someone in your life may need you to share those words. Often, the answers to these questions exist 
in our hearts, but giving words to those answers will allow us to be ready when someone we 
encounter needs to hear them.   
 
Who do you say that Jesus is? The world has Peter’s answer, but the world also needs our answers. 
And we need our own answer - well considered and thought out, because such contemplation will 
help us in our life with Christ and help us share that life with others. Not necessarily in the way of the 
man in the park, but with our own unique voice as we proclaim Jesus to a world that needs him more 
than it can ask for or imagine." 
	


