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This past week and a half has been almost surreal. On Friday before last, the Ku Klux 
Klan let a protest in Charlottesville, VA processing with lighted torches, weapons and 
shouting threats. Pastors praying in a nearby church were terrified from what they heard 
happening outside.  The following day it came to blows and we saw the Klan and those 
protesting the Klan scuffling with one another. It has been a long time since I have seen 
people in racially induced scuffles, and I was disturbed. I think the last time I have seen 
anything like this is in footage from the civil rights movement in the 60’s. In the end, 3 
people were killed and many more injured.  How have we come back to that in 2017?  
Then in the days to follow, many including our president seemed to have trouble 
speaking out against those who stand for hate and bigotry. What has happened to our 
world?  
 
Does Jesus have any help for us in the gospel for today? Well it is hard to say because 
what Jesus say in the gospel is also surreal, because Jesus does not seem to be the 
Jesus we know.  A Canaanite woman who come to him to ask for help for her daughter 
and Jesus calls her a dog.  At the very least he compares her to a dog which does not 
help his position in the least. What is going on here? 
 
The incident with the Canaanite woman happens just after Jesus has had yet another 
fuss with the scribes and the Pharisees. At the beginning of Chapter 15 of Matthew, the 
Scribes and the Pharisees are upset that Jesus’ disciples are not washing their hands 
properly according to Jewish law.  This leads to a debate about eating improper food 
which is also not allowed by law.  Jesus responds that it is not what goes into the mouth 
that is the problem, but rather what comes out of the mouth.  So so true! And then we 
get to the arrival of the Canaanite woman. 
 
She is not wanted around that is for sure.  She is other – part of the people who lived in 
the land of Israel before they came from Egypt and claimed it.  She was part of a people 
who worshipped idols, but she has heard of what Jesus is able to do and as a mother, 
she is determined to find healing for her daughter.  She calls out to Jesus and for help 
and will not shut up even though she is breaking the decorum expected of a woman.  
The disciples try to send her away to no avail and finally Jesus responds to her in a way 
that is shocking to us because we do not hear the compassionate Jesus we have come 
to know. When she calls out, Lord help me, Jesus says - “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
 



She comes right back and responds - “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.”  Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
Over the years, I have read many interpretations of this passage.  Jesus was having a 
bad day. Jesus was not just fully God but also fully human and made a mistake.  Jesus 
needed to learn that he was also sent to people like this woman. Which interpretation is 
right? Well we don’t know because we were not there in that place and time, and I 
believe that each interpretation teaches us. The interpretation I want to offer today is 
one I heard just this year.  The reason given for Jesus’ hard response to the woman is 
that he wanted her to claim her worth.  He was pushing her to say.  I am a beloved child 
of God.  I and my daughter are part of those people you came to save.  
 
We all have folks we know who are downtrodden by one thing or another in life and we 
can assure them to the ends of the earth that they are worth so much more to no avail.  
It is not until they can say the words that they are worth something and that they matter, 
that things begin to change.  I like the idea that his is what Jesus is doing.  He gets this 
persistent woman to say – I am worth it.  My daughter is worth it.  You compare me to a 
dog.  No matter. Even dogs eat the scraps from their master’s table.  I believe this 
increased her faith in herself, and brought her closer to see who God created her to be.  
 
This interpretation reminds me that our words make a difference.  When you say out 
loud that you matter, that you are worth it, it makes a difference.  It is powerful.  Saying 
words out loud changes things. Think about a couple who comes to be married. They 
have already made the commitment in their hearts, but saying their vows out loud in 
front of God, family and friends makes a difference to those listening and to them. 
 
It is the similar in baptism and we have one today when Corrine will be baptized.  Today 
she becomes part of the family of Christ, but in so many ways she is already a part of 
the family of Christ.  She was since before she was born. However, her mom and 
godparents will make the promises to raise her to know Christ and to keep the 
baptismal covenant on her behalf. In their words, her being part of the family is made 
real – in a way that is proclaimed out loud.  
 
I wonder that this may be one of the messages out gospel has for us today. Our words 
are important. Our “spoken out loud” words can change much including the Canaanite 
woman in our gospel. 
 
Going back to the event of last weekend - We needed our president to say that what the 
Ku Klux Klan stood for was wrong.  He didn’t, then he did and then he didn’t again and I 



don’t want to get into that because it is very painful to me.  What I want to say is that 
words are important - your words are important and that God needs your words in this 
world.  God needs your words spoken out loud. And its right there in our baptismal 
promises said in so many ways. 
 

• Seek and serve Christ in all persons 
• Strive for justice and peace among all people 
• Respect the dignity of all human beings 

 
What words are you going to proclaim this week?  How will you speak up as the 
Canaanite woman did?  How will you use your voice to speak against what is wrong in 
this world?  It is not just a good thing to do.  This work is part of following Jesus Christ. 
 
I was heartened this week to get two emails – another way of putting your words out 
there besides speaking out loud and effective in a different way. One was from the 
president of the University of Connecticut to their alumni of which I am one.  I think it is 
the first email I have gotten from the UConn president which had nothing to do with the 
state of the university. She said simply – we will never yield to the poisonous ideas and 
attitudes we saw last weekend in Charlottesville.  The next day, I got an email from 
Uber which said, we were horrified.  We must stand together against hatred and 
violence.   
 
People are starting to speak up and speak out. We as Christians must be part of this, 
because we cannot let hatred and violence become the norm.  It is what we say in our 
baptismal promises. It is what we must teach our children who are looking to us for 
guidance.  How will you let your voice be heard this week? Maybe you will not be quiet 
during a conversation with a friend and say – I don’t think that is right.  Maybe you will 
encourage another to speak up. Maybe you will call your congressman or start 
organizing those around you to spread messages of love and acceptance.  My brothers 
and sisters, we need to start to dream and manifest how we will use our words, because 
there are many who would love this hatred and violence to spread. That is not what 
Jesus taught us or showed us how to live.  Let your words be heard and in speaking out 
you may find that you and the world is changed. 


