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Our gospel this morning takes place several days before Jesus’ crucifixion.  It is a 
gospel I think that bears fruit from spending time with, so I am going to do something 
different this morning.  Get yourself into a comfortable position. Sit back, prepare 
yourself to listen and let your imagination take over. 
 
Imagine you have been invited to a good friend’s house in Sayreville where she lives 
with her sister Mary and her brother Laz. They have a special guest coming – a 
preacher who has been attracting a lot of attention.  He has a huge following, and has 
travelled all over the US, but he also has many people upset with him – both prominent 
church leaders and politicians. His criticism of the hypocrisy of churches and the state of 
the government has been very clear.  People have been making threats on his life and 
in a few days he is headed down to a huge rally in DC.  Many of his close followers do 
not want him to go. 
 
You arrive at your friend’s house and go into the living room and sit down.  The 
conversation is already buzzing about our prison system and what changes we should 
be calling for as Christians.  The room is filled with the smell of a wonderful dinner. Your 
friend Martha is a very good cook. But then Mary the younger sister comes into the 
room carrying a very pretty jar.  She is silent.  We all love Mary but sometimes, she can 
be so strange.  She kneels at the feet of the preacher, takes off his shoes, opens the jar 
and pours the oil over his feet. The oil pours off his feet on to the carpet and the room is 
filled with a strong perfume.  It is overwhelming so much so that you can no longer smell 
dinner.  Someone whispers that the jar of perfumed oil costs 24 thousand dollars.  
 
Mary starts to wipe his feet with her hair.  It feels as if you are witnessing an intimate 
moment not really meant to be shared. You aren’t even sure what she is doing and why. 
You look around. No one is talking and everyone looks very very uncomfortable.  You 
want to go over and say Mary Mary – not now. Now is not the time.  Let’s go back into 
your room. But you don’t move.  Finally, one of the people who travels with the preacher 
stands up and said to him –the money that she used for the oil could have been used 
for the poor – you know the poor you are always talking about.  There is almost a sigh 
of relief in the room.  Finally, someone has said something! The preacher replies. Leave 
Mary alone.  She bought that oil for the day of my burial.  You will always have the poor 
with you. 
 
For you it takes awhile for his words to sink in and while the conversation starts up 
again in the room this time in smaller groups, you stay silent.  His burial? you ask 



yourself.  What does Mary know that the rest of us don’t? She poured out oil that cost 
so much for this preacher?  How much must she love him? You realize that you have 
witnessed an act of amazing overflowing love.  In the days to come, you go back to it 
again and again.  You try to remember when you have experienced an act of love like 
that for yourself.  You wonder when you have done it for others.  
 
I believe the point of this story is that act of love by Mary – an incredible, way over the 
top act of love.  That is what is Jesus is saying when he rebukes Judas.  The poor will 
be there and you must look after them but don’t miss this incredible action of love. 
Commentator, Karoline Lewis, from Working Preacher suggests that perhaps that act of 
love carried Jesus through days leading up to the crucifixion. Mary gave Jesus an 
incredible gift.  
 
When have you experienced this kind of ‘over the top’ love?  The time remember was 
when I was getting divorced from my first marriage.  I was in seminary and my world 
was turned upside down.  One evening I came home and found a cardboard box.  In it 
was a fabric wrapped box containing a cake and a bouquet of fresh flowers. My sister 
had seen it on the Oprah show and thought I needed it. My sister lives in the Caribbean 
so if you know the rate of exchange, you will know that this was not a cheap gift for her 
but still she sent me this extravagant gift to let me know I was loved and being thought 
of.  I still keep the fabric covered box to remind me of what my sister did. 
 
When have you been the one doing the act of love?  I suspect parents have many 
stories of their pouring their love out on their children. How many of you have gone to 
extra mile to get that special gift for your child or gotten them to that event they longed 
to go to. 
 
When have you been the one getting in the way of the act of love because you are 
uncomfortable, or because it seems too much? Take a moment to ponder this and note 
it so that the next time you say, let me not get in the way. 
 
It is important for us to pay attention to these acts of love because they are what God 
calls us to – to love God and to love each other. While Jesus may not be here with us 
physically for us to do what Mary did, we can show our love for him by loving others. 
And just as Mary’s action of love points us to Jesus death and resurrection so do our 
actions of love.  The ultimate over the top action of love is Jesus dying on the cross for 
all of us. The more we see and experience actions of love, the more we are part of 
actions of love, the more we will understand just how much Jesus loved usand 
continues to love us and that HIS is an action of love that is not to be missed.  


