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The work of the flock           Anne-Marie Jeffery 
Psalm 23            April 22, 2018 
 
The week before last, we celebrated the lives of five of our members who passed on.  It 
was a tough week for our parish and for our clergy as we led celebration of life service 
after celebration of life service.  As I reflected on the week, I realized that part of what 
connected the services and that also sustained me was that we read Psalm 23 at all of 
them.  Whoever was there for the celebration of that particular child of God, said those 
words of Psalm 23 together – The Lord is my Shepherd, we shall not want. Those 
words were and are powerful in shoring us up. 
 
And we say those words again today. The 4th Sunday of Easter is always Good 
Shepherd Sunday.  We hear gospel readings from John that describe Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd and we always read Psalm 23. I want to share a story about Psalm 23 
of colleague of mine who made a hospital visit to someone who was quite ill.  Towards 
the end of the visit, the priest asked his parishioner if there was anything the man would 
like him to pray for.  The man said Yes, would you pray the 23rd psalm for me.   
 
That was not what the priest had meant, he was thinking more along the lines of prayers 
for “patience” or “to calm my fears,” but the man, the dying man, had asked for the 23rd 
Psalm so who was the priest to argue?  But with a sudden start my colleague realized 
he didn’t have his Prayer Book or Bible with him. And this was going to get awkward 
because the 23rd Psalm is one of those things people just assume that priests know.  
But in truth, most of us kind of know it and especially know where to find it in the Book 
of Common Prayer.  So quickly my friend went through it in his head, realized this was 
not going to go well and with trepidation started it off.   
 
And before I tell you what happened in this story, I want us to do the same thing.  Now 
we have an advantage, as we have said the psalm this morning and don’t pick up your 
bulletins or prayer books.  Let’s see how we do on our own.  Don’t worry about whether 
you are remembering the King James version or another. Let us try saying the 23rd 
Psalm together. (The congregation says Psalm 23 together.) 
 
What happened here today, is what happened to my friend.  As he and his parishioner 
said the psalm together, they were able to remember to whole thing, each remembering 
different portions.   
 
I believe that in us saying Psalm 23 together, in helping each other remember the 
words, in joining our voices, we heard the voice of the flock - our St. Peter’s flock that is 
following the Good Shepherd. We also felt what it was like to be a flock working 
together, being together to follow Jesus our Good Shepherd.  
 
It is a wonderful example of how we support each other in community as we follow 
Jesus Christ. Each of our voices joining together to make a whole.  Each of our actions 
working together to make the whole work. This is the work that The Good Shepherd 
calls us too and I saw it up and close that week. 
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I saw this work of the Good Shepherd in our coming together as we supported one 
another in physical and spiritual ways last week during all those services. I saw it as our 
Altar Guild showed up for service after service, as ushers handed out bulletins, and as 
people volunteered to bring food for the repast for one of our beloveds that we hosted. I 
saw the presence of our flock in that repast where we welcomed the family and friends 
who came bringing food, and made a place for them and us to share stories and be 
together – to hang out and for reconnections to happen.  This is the work of the flock as 
we support each other in the hardest of times and in the best of times, to be a 
community that the Good Shepherd calls us to – one that welcomes, accepts, forgives 
and shows mercy.  
 
These are the amazing gifts of being a part of a Christian community that is following 
our Good Shepherd, and this is what Jude is being given today as he is baptized. He is 
being welcomed into a community that promises to stand by him, to walk with him in the 
toughest of times, to teach him what it is like to love God, to ask questions, to worship, 
to study God’s Word, to seek and serve Christ in all persons, to fight for justice for all, 
and much more.  
 
We are one of the many flocks that follows Jesus the Good Shepherd. We have much 
to give and much to do.  We support one another in times of trouble and we reach out to 
others. We raise our voices and act to bring about God’s Kingdom in this world.  We are 
merciful and we seek make a place of welcome for all.  Always remember that the Lord 
is our shepherd and we shall not be in want. Trust that we will fear no evil and that 
goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our life.  God is walking with us.  God 
loves us. Trust in that love as we go forwards as God’s flock to do the work God wants 
us to do.  


