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We are doing things a little differently for Palm/Passion Sunday. The reading of the Passion has been 
moved to the end of the service to allow more time to be spent with our observance of Palm Sunday.  
Usually, pretty much as soon as we enter the church and the prayer that begins “Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before 
he was crucified.” is read, we move into Passion Sunday. We will hear this prayer later in the service 
so listen for it. 
 
In the past when I have preached on Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday, I always focused on the Passion 
reading.  After all, Jesus’ death and resurrection is at the heart of our Christian story.  So this is the 
first time I have looked at the Palm Sunday gospel which we read before the procession of the palms. 
I thought I would focus on the part where Jesus rides the colt into town and people spread their 
cloaks out in front of him praising God saying, "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” 
 
But what caught my attention was Jesus’ instructions to two of his disciples to go into the village and 
untie a colt that has never been ridden and to bring it back.  He also gives the instruction that if 
anyone asks why they are untying the colt, that they are to say that the Lord needs it. I don’t know 
about those times, but I cannot think that untying someone’s colt would be seen as anything other 
than stealing. I tried to put myself into the shoes of the disciples and am pretty sure I would have 
argued with Jesus about this.  What do you mean just untie it?  Tell them the Lord needs it?  Suppose 
they ask what Lord?  I have trouble asking to use the restroom in a restaurant where I have not eaten 
so this would be quite difficult for me   
 
But then I thought about who was asking – Jesus my teacher and my Lord. I suspect and hope that 
even with the arguing, I would have gone with my fellow disciple to get the colt. It would have taken 
great vulnerability – vulnerability to put my trust in Jesus – to trust that Jesus knew that his words that 
the Lord needed it would be received.   
 
And perhaps Jesus’ invitation to the two disciples is one that we can take not just into Palm Sunday 
but into the Passion of our Lord.  It is an invitation to great vulnerability – a powerful invitation. As we 
embark on this journey where we have waved our palms and joined Jesus and the crowds into 
Jerusalem and later in this service as we hear the telling of Jesus’ journey to the cross, will we open 
our hearts? Will we let down the barriers we tend to put in place? Will we allow ourselves to feel the 
pain of our Savior being crucified?  
 
Being vulnerable to Jesus’ journey to the cross may change us in ways we do not expect. But the 
invitation is there and for this upcoming Holy Week, ask yourself how you can vulnerable to how 
much Jesus loves us – how he loved us so much that he died on a cross for us. Open your hearts 
and see what Jesus has for you this Holy Week. 


