
In case you did not know, I am a collector of inspirational quotes. I started a collection in college 
and it really got cooking during my time as an aide in a drug rehab. I would regularly seek and 
share with the clients I served inspirational quotes to help motivate them as they go through 
treatment. One of my favorite quotes to share is from the late martial artist Bruce Lee. Lee says, 
“Mistakes are always forgivable, if one has the courage to admit them.” I like this quote, 
because Lee addresses something very relatable to all of us. We all have made mistakes in our 
lives, and chances are, regret at least a few of them. It puts forth the possibility that if we can 
summon the courage to acknowledge our faults, we can be forgiven for them. Now, I think 
forgiveness is a lot more complex than that, and I could give my personal criticisms of this 
quote, but some of us have food-shopping to do today, so for your sake, I won’t. 
 
My major problem with this quote is, while it’s an easy concept to grasp, it’s much harder to put 
into practice. As humans, we struggle with our own egos. We’ve evolved to be high on the food 
chain, we’ve developed technology to understand and control our world around us, and with our 
breadth of knowledge, it’s easy for us to think quite highly of ourselves. The problem is that this 
ego we’ve developed also clouds our ability to adequately acknowledge our own faults. As a 
result, our ego and the consequences of us feeding that ego typically distances us in our 
relationship with God. 
 
This also makes it harder for us to have faith in God’s plan for us. We have to acknowledge we 
may not know as much as we think we do. We have to recognize that we are not perfect and 
are liable to make mistakes now and then. However, we also have to recognize that 
acknowledging our mistakes and sins does not disqualify us from the love of God. In fact, quite 
the opposite; recognizing our faults allows us to be closer to Him, and to see the possibilities in 
God’s plan for us.  
 
All 3 of our readings today show examples of how humbling oneself can bring them closer to 
God. In Isaiah, we hear a story of Isaiah having a vision of the Lord sitting on a throne in the 
temple with seraphs surrounding him. Isaiah declares, “I am lost...a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” The 
reason this is so troubling for Isaiah goes back to the understanding of holiness and purity from 
Leviticus. To be in the presence of God was incredibly awe-inspiring, but also potentially very 
dangerous if you were “impure”. God’s presence has the ability to destroy that which is impure, 
so before being allowed into a temple, you had to commit a ritual to remove impurity from 
yourself, typically involving sacrifice of an animal. Again, read Leviticus if you want the details 
on that. So Isaiah delivers this terrified speech admitting that he has violated the purity laws 
because he is afraid of what’s to happen to him. A seraph, however, takes a burning coal from 
the sacrificial fire of the altar and presses it to Isaiah’s lips, saying “this has touched your 
lips...your guilt has departed, and your sin is blotted out. This is fascinating because we do not 
see a purifying ritual like this before. We see Isaiah humbling himself before God, and God, 
instead of destroying him for being impure, forgives him and purifies him. Isaiah, not looking a 
gift horse in the mouth, does not hesitate to return the favor when moments later, he offers to 
take up God’s request for someone to go and spread the word of what is to happen in 
Jerusalem. 



 
In Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians, we see an impassioned declaration of his humility towards 
God. He declares himself as the “least of the apostles”, that he is unfit to be called an apostle. 
Paul also acknowledges his persecution of those in the church of God. But what we see is not 
just him wallowing in self-pity, as it might appear at first. What follows this is Paul’s testament to 
what God has done in his life since. He repeatedly acknowledges God’s grace and how it has 
done great things in his life. By the grace of God, he has become a new man. He claims to have 
worked harder than any of the apostles to proclaim God’s word, but what's beautiful is Paul 
does not take credit for this. Paul recognizes that it is through God he has been able to work as 
hard as he has. I think we have all had moments like this in our own lives, where we recognize 
how much God has made us who we are. I know that I myself have had many moments where I 
acknowledge how much I’ve changed in the last 10 years. I also recognize though, that without 
the grace God has given me, this would not have been possible. 
 
Lastly, we have Luke’s Gospel passage for today. Here we see Jesus as his ministry is 
beginning, standing by the lake of Gennesaret (A.K.A. the Sea of Galilee). He has begun to 
draw crowds and they are pressing in on him, so he gets in a boat belonging to our friend Simon 
Peter and proceeds to teach the crowds from the boat. Now, put yourself in Peter’s perspective 
with me if you will. Peter and the other fisherman have worked all night, and have not managed 
to catch any fish to show for it. Now, someone comes along and asks you to take him out into 
the lake so that he can teach the crowds gathering there. Then, once he’s finished, he tells you 
and the others to go out and fish again. Would you do it? I can’t say with certainty that I would. 
Lo and behold though, Peter does it. Possibly, it's because he's seen some of Jesus’ mysterious 
deeds already with his mother in law and vouches for him. Nonetheless, they gather so much 
fish that the boats begin to sink and the nets begin to break. The sight of all this happening 
causes Peter to fall at Jesus’ knees saying “go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” And 
Jesus responds only with “do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” Peter, as 
well as James and John who were with him, all decide to leave their things behind and follow 
Jesus.The three disciples present in today's Gospel are fisherman by trade, and yet something 
in Jesus’ presence that day moved them. What it was, who can say, but something fascinated 
them enough to drop everything and follow him that day. 
 
With all three of these stories, we see three people, unprepared. They are three unsuspecting 
people, just doing what they were doing, when they are suddenly thrust upon the presence of 
God. In all three readings, they humble themselves before God, and confess that they are 
sinners and not worthy to be within God's presence. And in all three, God not only does not 
condemn them for their sinful ways, but forgives each one of them and then gives them a 
mission to do his will. For Isaiah, it is to proclaim the prophecies to Jerusalem of what is to 
come. For Paul, it is to end his persecution of the early Christians and instead, preach to those 
he comes across. For Peter, it is to lay down his fishing nets and follow Jesus as he brings 
these radical new teachings to the people. God changes these people so significantly, they stop 
what they are doing and immediately do his will. If that’s not faith, what is? 
 



Now we do not have the luxury of God giving us a vision, blinding us like Paul, or pulling up 
several boatloads of fish in front of us. Our moments of God’s presence in our lives are much 
more subtle and harder to find. There are still moments, however, where God is present and 
communicating with us. The trouble is our human nature leads to a number of things that 
weaken our connection with God, most of all, pride and ego. We are so afraid of being judged 
for our sins, but today’s readings show us if we are willing to acknowledge our mistakes, God is 
ready to forgive us. Furthermore, he has amazing things in store for each and every one of us. 
The problem is unlike those in today’s readings, we’re not always willing to give up our human 
stuff and let God’s will in. 
 
So we must ask ourselves, what is stopping us from being able to hear God’s call to us? What is 
making our reception with God fuzzy and making the call unclear? And if the call is coming 
through clear, what’s stopping us from humbling ourselves before God and having faith in his 
plan? Once we figure out what those things are, we can get closer in our relationship with God 
and directly see the good things he has planned for us. 


