
People assume that time is a strict progression of cause to effect, but actually, from a nonlinear, 
non-subjective viewpoint, it’s more like a big ball of wibbly-wobbly, timey-wimey...stuff. 
 
If you’re not familiar with this concept, it comes from the British sci-fi television show Doctor 
Who’s “Tenth Doctor”, and it is probably his second most famous line outside of his catchphrase 
“Allons-y”, which is French for “let’s go”. In the show, this line relates to an episode involving 2 
interconnected stories between the Doctor trapped in 1969 and a woman in 2007 who is trying 
to help him solve the problem. Our lives often feel wibbly wobbly as well. We regularly seek to 
find a logical straight line between the points in our lives; we try to find the most direct route 
when we drive, when we are trying to run errands we try to make as few stops as possible. 
However, when we actually drive, 9 times out of 10, there’s twists and turns in our trip, and 
when we run errands, we often have to make additional stops because a store doesn’t have 
what we need or something like that. God’s path for our lives, like time, ends up wibbly-wobbly 
more often than not. 
 
When I was preparing to preach on today’s readings, it dawned on me that we have this very 
phenomenon taking place. If you think about it, of the three readings, the Gospel, the last we 
read, was the first event chronologically to take place, then the lesson, then the epistle. So it’s 
literally third reading, first reading, then second reading. Quite wibbly-wobbly indeed! 
 
And there’s a really great lesson that can be discerned from these readings...but only if you do 
the readings in reverse. Starting with the passage from John’s Gospel, Jesus describes what we 
must do to have the most fruitful (pun intended) relationship we can with him, so of course he 
simplifies it...by using fruit, because Jesus, even then knows we need it spelled out for us. We 
not only have to embrace Jesus within us, but we have to embrace Jesus the same way. It’s a 
symbiotic relationship. Jesus has always, is always and will always be with us; it is our decision 
whether, as verse 4 puts it, “we abide in him as he abides in us” that will determine our fate. Will 
we starve from the lack of spiritual nurturing that Jesus provides us, or will we unify with his 
spirit, grow, and multiply that faith? Jesus says that God is the vinegrower, “removing every 
branch in me that bears no fruit.” These are the people that seem to associate themselves with 
Christ and his mission, but ultimately, do not do the things necessary to bear fruit. Jesus implies 
these people will wither, fade, and be cast into the fire, as the wood pruned from the trees tends 
to be. There’s also a message in here that in order to be fruitful, the tree must be pruned and 
tended to so as to bear as much as it can. In the same way, we too sometimes must lose some 
part of ourselves and forced against our instinct of how to grow, in order so that our vinegrower, 
God, can yield the most fruit of faith and make us stronger in the long run. 
 
So the gospel is where we hear the basic idea; That we must abide in God the same way he 
abides in us. John then builds upon this idea again in his epistle today. He puts forth that LOVE 
is from God, therefore when we love one another, we are born of God and know him. God loved 
us by allowing Jesus to bear the sacrifice for our sins, and by doing so, his love abides in us. 
When we love one another, we show the same love that he gave to us, and by doing so we 
abide in him. John once again asks us, to borrow from verse 4 of the gospel, to abide in God’s 



love the way God’s love already abides in us. And much like the gospel, it’s not a question of 
whether God loves us, his love has already been shown by his sending Jesus to atone for us. It 
once again lies in whether or not we choose to love one another that determines whether we 
abide in that love and whether we produce the fruits or wither and die. 
 
Finally (or firstly, depending on how you look at it) we have the lesson, a passage from the Acts 
of the Apostles, where we are given an opportunity to see Philip being given the task to follow a 
road from Jerusalem to Gaza. Along the way, Philip encounters a eunuch who he is told to 
approach and join, and in the process Philip hears that he reading from Isaiah. Philip carefully 
asks if he’s understanding what he’s reading, starting a conversation, and allowing the eunuch 
to ask him for help, which welcomes him into the eunuch’s life, instead of just barging in and 
evangelizing. At this point in the reading, I couldn’t help but be reminded of the Barnabas 
questions the Way of St Paul team . Here, in scripture that took place presumably almost 2000 
years ago, we see the efficacy of purposeful conversation that’s done in a caring manner.  
 
And Philip has this conversation with someone who is seen as an “other” in Israel. Eunuchs 
were held in honorable positions in his land, as it was believed due to their “condition” they 
would be less likely to be tempted in the same way your average man would, which is why he’s 
put in charge of the Queen’s treasury. However, in Israel, these men were denied being given 
offerings of God, because Leviticus bars those who have a blemish, such as eunuchs, from 
doing so. The eunuch, in spite of all this, is interested in the teachings of the Jewish faith, but 
because of his restrictions, does not have the guidance of those within the faith to help him 
understand it. Philip, using this opportunity laid before him, proceeds to discuss the passage the 
eunuch is reading with him, and shortly after, when they encounter a body of water, the eunuch 
asks Philip to baptize him, which Philip obliges. As a result, we see the eunuch “rejoicing” over 
his inclusion in the community of God. 
 
So this leaves us to ask in this appropriate time of seasonal growth, how are the fruit on our 
trees? Are we taking time to abide in God the way he abides in us on a daily basis? It’s so easy 
for any of us to close ourselves off and say we’re too tired to do the work. It doesn’t take much, 
though. Many times, all it takes is one connection. With Phillip, he made a connection with the 
eunuch, which allowed the eunuch to feel the full love and connection of a community the he 
wanted to be part of. It was a connection made with a good friend of mine that brought me to the 
Episcopal Church, and the subsequent connections I made with people in church, and their 
ministries that led me to discern a call to the priesthood. We have dozens of these moments 
each day, to reach out and connect with some element of the world God has created with us, 
and by doing so, others make more connections with us, and the whole world grows as a result. 
If we don’t utilize these moments of connection when they happen, we doom ourselves to have 
our connection with God wither and shrivel until eventually we are pruned. Before long, if it 
keeps up, we will have a lot of dead branches and not a lot of fruit to show for it. 
 
So, let’s abide with God. Let’s flower, let’s bloom! Let’s produce fruit 30-60-100x what we 
sowed! Let’s follow the advice of the wise Tenth Doctor and “Allons-y” 
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