
1 
 Joseph Luzardo 

Don’t let the flame of your faith extinguish 
Matt 25:1-13 

 

My 15-year-old daughter is in a dance company and very 

frequently is off to compete around the great state of New Jersey, 

and my wonderful and patient wife Monica is the one who gets the 

privilege of taking her on these adventures.  Now when Monica 

gets ready for these events, and I’m sure dance moms and 

daughters probably know where I’m headed with this, she takes a 

big gym bag or two.  I remember asking her at one of these times, 

why such a big bag?  And her response was “you need to be 

prepared, you know, water, change of close, ace bandages, first 

aid kit, and snacks and so forth; you have to be prepared for the 

unexpected”.   

Being prepared for our Lord’s return and not knowing when this 

will occur, is the very message in this parable that Jesus gave to 

his disciples according St. Matthew.  Jesus starts by saying “the 

Kingdom of heaven will be like this” and goes on to compare His 

return to a typical Jewish wedding of the time. It’s clear to us that  
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the Bridegroom is Jesus, that the Bride, depending on the 

theological understandings, may be the church as well as 

Jerusalem, and the bridesmaids (or virgins in the Greek text) are 

the members of the church, all together ten, five who are wise and 

five who are foolish. The five who are wise evangelize the true 

message of the kingdom of God, putting their faith in what is 

needed to fulfill His will, and the five who are foolish, are not fully 

faithful or committing to follow or hearing the message and will of 

God.   

The bridesmaid’s oil for the lamp that keeps the flame burning is 

our faith.  Now the issue of faith is a personal and intimate 

relationship with our Savior for each of us as members of the 

church, and only each of us and God knows the measure.  So, 

the wise bridesmaids carried extra oil and the foolish just took 

their lamps with whatever was in them, which signifies that there 

is faith and there is FAITH.   

We also know that all ten fell asleep waiting for the Bridegroom 

who came unexpectedly.  They knew he was coming but didn’t 
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know the exact time.  At times we can lose faith because of trials 

in our life, maybe due to illness, or the loss of a loved one, or 

even trying to succeed in life and can’t catch that break. We 

waver and fall asleep in our faith making that flame, which is our 

faith, flicker to the extent of going out. The important thing is not 

to permit that flame to extinguish because of the stormy winds of 

this life that we may be challenged by.  So, how do we keep this 

flame from going out?  Faith is surely like a lamp, if we don’t feed 

it with fuel, it will go out.  We fuel our faith by following the word, 

the scriptures that were gifted to us as a guide of how to live a 

Godly life, by fellowship with each other, by building each other up 

in the word, and demonstrating acts of charity towards those that 

are in need of love and compassion, by spreading the wonderful 

message that the glorious promise that was paid by Jesus 

Christ’s blood, shed on the cross, was for you, me and the world.  

He cleansed us of our sins and only asks that we repent.  

Life on earth as Christians should be a life that is full of hope, joy, 

peace, love, richness and fulfillment. In this confusing world, there 
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is great assurance in knowing that our life is founded on the 

eternal truths of God.  Especially today in this present time in our 

world, where we as a country are facing challenging 

circumstances.  Where mass killings of innocent people seem to 

be growing rapidly right before our eyes, and of all places in 

houses of worship, last Sunday in Sutherland Springs, Texas and 

two years ago (which seems like yesterday) in the Emanuel 

African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South 

Carolina.  Then there’s New York City and last month’s Las 

Vegas Shootings as well.  Our patience as people of God is most 

certainly being tried by the times.  Filled with frustrations of what 

should or what could we do in order to stop the madness, 

overwhelms our thoughts. And because we are people of God we 

must come to the realization that we are presently living in an evil 

age, which is not unique to these times.  Persecution of innocent 

people is nothing new in the world.  We are reminded 1 John 

(5:19) which says, “We know that we are children of God, and that 

the whole world is under the control of the evil one”.  With this 
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said, no matter how bleak the future may seem, we must not fear 

these troublesome times, but prepare for that wonderful wedding 

banquet our Lord has promised, with prayers and vigilance, being 

filled with the hope of the Kingdom of God.  Because we are 

washed in the blood of Jesus, we are rescued.  Jesus has saved 

us, he has rescued us from this present evil age.  Faced with 

these challenges we can rest with faith in the God that knows all 

things, in the faith that also, those who have been slain by the 

hand of these horrible people, have a place in the Heavenly 

Kingdom of God, as do we.  His return is near, and we may or 

may not see it in our lifetime, but as faithful Christians we must 

prepared for the Bridegrooms return.  Be as the wise bridesmaids, 

affirm your faith in the coming of Christ, knowing and trusting that 

Jesus Christ is our just and merciful Savior.  Let us keep our 

vision on Christ’s promise, and for all that it signifies, living and 

waiting faithfully in His return. He prepares a place for us, and will 

come again and receive us to Him-self, that where He is, there we 

may be also.  
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Adapted from Psalm 25:4-5 

I pray to you, that you; 

Make us to know your ways, O Lord; 

Teach us your paths. 

Lead us in your truth and teach us, 

For you are the God of our salvation 

For you we wait all the day long. 


