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SERMON PENTECOST 18 - 10/13 19 

Proper 23 

 

      Once upon a time thousands of years ago, Jesus was on a journey to Jerusalem. 

He traveled through Galilee and then cut across to the border of Samaria so as not to 

go through the middle of Samaritan country, since Samaria was situated between 

Galilee and Jerusalem and there was a great deal if animosity between the Samaritans 

and the Jews.  As he walked, he was approached by a group of ten lepers. Leprosy is 

a horrible and highly contagious disease. It is disfiguring and because of its highly 

contagious nature those who suffered from it were outcasts. They were removed from 

their families, their communities and society in general, forced to live in “leper 

colonies”. These ten had heard of this man, Jesus, and the healing that he had 

performed. When they saw him, they called out to him in unison, “Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us!” When Jesus saw them and heard their plea, he said to them “Go 

and show yourselves to the priests”. In those times the priests were the only ones that 

were able to certify that one had been cured of the dreaded disease and restore them 

to society. As they went, they were made clean. Then suddenly one of the ten turned 

back, when he realized he had been healed, praising God, loudly, and prostrating 
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himself at Jesus’ feet, thanking him. This man was the lone Samaritan in the group.  

Jesus then asked, were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was 

none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner? He then 

said to him. “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.  

     On the surface, it appears that our gospel story is just about stopping and saying, 

“Gee, God, thanks and going on our merry way, if we remember to says thanks at all, 

as the other nine lepers did not. As they trotted away, they were made clean, they 

were healed. But trot away they did, without another thought for the God that healed 

them. Most likely they are feeling entitled to this healing after the suffering they 

endured,   anxious to get to the priests, to be certified clean and put the whole thing 

behind them. But then the Samaritan man “the other” comes back, praising God for 

His goodness and mercy and Jesus says, “Get up your faith has made you well.”  

      Is there a difference between healing and wellness? I believe there is. Healing 

may rid us of our physical and social ailments. Our cancer is cured, our heart 

problems are solved, our money problems are solved, we become more popular, if  

only we spend more money on self-improvement schemes, we will be healed. When 

all or any of this happens when do we remember to say more than a perfunctory “Gee, 

God thanks”? Do we remember that it is through God’s mercy and love for us that 
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we are healed? We tend to forget that sometimes WE are “the other”, even though 

we can’t see it in ourselves. We see ourselves as the entitled ones. We deserve the 

healing, the riches, the popularity, the power, etc. I am an avid fan of HGTV and 

many nights I watch House Hunters to see a cancer survivor searching for the perfect 

house in the perfect neighborhood because she deserves perfection after her struggle 

with cancer and beating it. Not once do I hear one of those cancer survivors thank 

their God for leading them through the crisis. 

      So what then is the difference between being healed and being well? What is the 

difference God is asking us to see? God yearns for us to be well in mind, body and 

soul. To be whole. He longs for us to be embrace His grace and mercy and love and 

to include each other and “the other”. Why is it that we forget the power of God’s 

love and continue to try to take things into our own hands? What is it that we believe 

we are entitled to that doesn’t cross our path in life? I believe we are entitled to love 

and be loved, to respect and be respected. We are entitled to be welcome and included 

at the table, but also be welcoming to the “other” no matter what their plot in life.                       

We are entitled to be well and whole and to give thanks to the God that gives us these 

gifts. Is 
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 this a path that is easily traveled? Hot hardly. Giving up control and following Jesus 

along the path that our God has laid before us is the most difficult thing we are being 

asked to do, especially giving up the control and admitting someone knows more that 

we do. We are being asked to turn around and go back to God with shouts of praise 

and thanksgiving on our lips and in our hearts as we travel the road to wellness and 

become whole. 

      There is a prayer that I found in a spiritual journal called Weavings. It is someone 

that identified them self only as an African Christian. I would like to share it with 

you. 

 

       O God: 

 Enlarge my heart that it may big enough to receive the greatness of your love.    

Stretch my heart that it may take into all those who with me around the world believe 

in Jesus Christ. 

Stretch it that it may take into it all those who do not know him, but who are my 

responsibility because I know him. 

And stretch it that it may take in those who are not lovely in my eyes, and whose 

hands I do not want to touch; through Jesus Christ, my savior, Amen 
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