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SERMON 2 ADVENT 12-10-17 

     This morning, is the second Sunday in Advent, and I would like us to put our 

imaginations to work for just a few minutes. Imagine, if you will, that we are 

strolling through Macys on 34th street in Manhattan.  This store is world renowned 

for its shopping opportunities and for its beautiful and elaborate decoration’s. The 

typical phrase of “Peace on earth, goodwill towards men” surrounds us as we shop, 

gaze at the decorations or wait on line with our children to see “THE SANTA”. 

 Our mission, as usual, is to create the perfect Christmas experience for 

ourselves and our families. While we are thoroughly enjoying the experience, there 

suddenly appears out of nowhere, out of the wilderness we might say, a strange 

looking man. His hair and beard are wild and matted, his clothes are made of 

camel’s hair, and he has a leather belt around his waist with a snack pack of locusts 

and a container of wild honey attached. The man is cries out loudly ‘Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight” and is preaching repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. He then cries out, “The one who is more powerful than I, is 

coming after me. “I will baptize you with water; but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.”  

     Who is this nut? We are terrified and appalled by this outburst and instantly back 

away from this crazy stranger. We whisper behind our hands, who does this guy 

think he is, what right does he have coming here and disrupting our holiday 

preparations? Getting him out of here will surely straighten the way for the Lord. 

Aren’t we here preparing to celebrate the Lord’s birth? This stranger has shattered 

the peace of the moment. Shortly, the stranger is subdued by the authorities and cast 

out from the store to who knows where, and honestly who cares? The balance of the 
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power of the almighty dollar and the peace of the day are restored. Soon we forget 

the stranger and the whole incident. 

     Here  have just met John the Baptist in Macys Department Store. John appears in 

all three of the synoptic gospels, ….a voice crying out in the wilderness. His  

message is the same in all three. “Prepare the way for the Lord. Make straight his 

path. Repent for the forgiveness of sins”. We are reminded that we, too, journey in 

the wilderness. During the Advent season with all the preparations involved it is a 

little easier to forget our wilderness. We become preoccupied and “busy” 

attempting to create the “perfect” Christmas. Somehow the violence, poverty, 

oppression, and abuse that plagues this world is more easily put on the back burner 

and we forget that we live in the wilderness …..and we wander. We forget that 

although our Christmas celebration is a joyous celebration of the gift of God 

incarnate among us, we are also reminded that we are to wait expectantly for the 

second coming of Christ when he comes to redeem the broken world. We are 

reminded to make  

His path straight. 

     How, how, how are we supposed to straighten out the path for the Lord? Isn’t it 

HIS J-O-B to fix this mess? Repent and return to the Lord for the forgiveness of  

sins. Unlike in Matthew and Luke’s gospels, in Mark’s gospel John’s to call to 

repentance does not come with threats of retaliation and burning in hell. Mark’s call 

to repentance is the call of love. It is the call to turn and return and return again, to 

the God that gives each one of us the gift of love, forgiveness, and acceptance and 

we are called to bear that gift. 
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     In 1979, Mother Theresa of Calcutta received the Nobel Peace Prize for her 

dedicated and tireless work with the  poor in India. When the award was presented 

there was an outcry among those who were accustomed to seeing the award go to 

notable political leaders or religious leaders such Mahatma Gandhi or Martin Luther 

King, Jr.  Was Mother Theresa, they demanded, doing anything deserving of the 

world’s most coveted award for peacemaking? Judging by some standards of peace 

activism the answer to that question might have been no. She was simply a saint 

devoting her life to whole hearted service to the poorest of the poor. That meant 

educating children, attending to the dying, caring for lepers, whom society shunned, 

taking in street urchins, giving medication to tubercular’s and in sum, loving the 

unwanted, unloved and abandoned. In response, Mother Theresa wrote. 

I never look at the masses as my responsibility. I look only at the individual. I can 

love only one at a time. I can feed only one person at a time. 

Just one, one, one 

You get closer to Christ by getting closer to each other. As Jesus said, “Whatever 

you do to the least of my children, you do it to me.” 

So you begin…..I begin 

I picked up one person------maybe if I didn’t pick up that one person I wouldn’t 

have picked up all the others. 

The whole work is only a drop in the ocean. But if we don’t put the drop in, the 

ocean would be one drop less. 
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Same thing for you. Same thing for your family. Same thing for the church where 

you go. Just begin…..one, one, one. 

     We surely are not expected to fix this wilderness, we live in alone. It IS Christ’s 

J-O-B to redeem this broken world. It IS our job to help. This Advent Season we 

invite you to prepare to celebrate the gift of God incarnate, in Jesus Christ and the 

love that he bore. We invite you to embrace the gift of the Holy Spirit given us at 

our Baptism. The Spirit of God walking with us through the wilderness, pleading 

with us to seek Christ’s face in all we meet, bearing the gift of love we have been 

given. We are invited to reach out and touch just one, one one, of those who have 

been cast off to the margins of this world. And we invite you to wait expectantly for 

the second coming of Christ to redeem all of creation to himself. This is how we 

prepare the way for the Lord. This is how we make His path straight. Amen 

 


