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“Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 
be thrown down.” This is what Jesus tells his disciples when one of the disciples 
admires the great stones of the temple.   
 
It wasn’t until I went to Jerusalem and saw the mosque that has been rebuilt on temple 
site that I had any sense of how large and amazing the temple might have been.  What 
is there now is huge and over the centuries has been torn down and rebuilt so much 
that it contains many parts of the buildings that came before. I also saw an excavation 
where we saw stones that may have been thrown down from the destruction of the 
temple.  Stones would have fallen 100 feet to the ground.  The destruction of the temple 
40 years or so after Jesus died must have been horrifying.  
 
I was thinking of how I might translate the enormity of what Jesus predicts will happen.  
It is extremely disturbing what Jesus is saying to the disciples. Imagine a wrecking ball 
taking apart St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NY, the National Cathedral in DC or even our 
beloved St. Peter’s.  If someone had predicted that would happen, we would be 
absolutely devastated.  Keep that in mind as the disciples gather around Jesus after his 
proclamation and ask - tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these 
things are about to be accomplished? 
 
Then Jesus goes on to say even more disturbing things.  “Many will lead us astray, 
there will be wars and rumors of way and nation will rise against nations. There will 
earthquakes and famine and this will just be the beginning - the beginning of the 
birthpangs.” 
 
No wonder this passage is called the little apocalypse and as one commentator wrote – 
what came to mind were movies where a nuclear disaster has devastated the world or 
zombies walk a destroyed earth.   However, notice these four words Jesus says in the 
midst of all these dire predictions, “Do not be alarmed.” I believe Jesus says do not be 
alarmed, because Jesus know that even in the midst of disaster God is still working.  
 
It is hard not to be alarmed when all that we have pinned our hopes and dreams on is 
falling away. And these days it does seem as if it is all falling away.  We actually don’t 
even need to think about movies with end of the world themes.  Yesterday morning, I 
woke up to find that the Camp fire death toll had risen to 76 with more than 1000 
missing.  Fifty thousand people have been displaced and shelter is scarce. People are 
living in tent cities in a Wal Mart parking lot. Then we have mass shootings which just 
keep going on - the last one several days ago. After the election, our country is as 
divided as ever. Perhaps we are right in the place that Jesus describes a time where 
many will lead us astray, where there will be wars and rumors of way and nation will rise 
against nations. How do we ‘not be alarmed’ when it seems like all is falling down 
around us? It is not an easy task but If we trust that Jesus is with us in the mess and 



God is still working in the midst of disaster, we may uncover gifts we didn’t know were 
even possible. 
 
I want to share a story with you of St. John’s, Maple Shade, here in our diocese of New 
Jersey who have been in that place where all has been falling down around them. They 
have just sold their church building and so they are literally experiencing the loss of the 
place where they have worshiped and lived their lives as a community of Christ since 
1896. But something amazing is happening there. 
 
I first heard of St. John’s Maple shade when I served with one of their members on one 
of our diocesan boards. She was worried about her church which was very small and in 
need of much repair.  The few people who came were exhausted. She didn’t know how 
they could go forward and was wondering when would be time to end.  As the years 
passed, I heard that the people of St. John’s were exploring different ways forward for 
example like merging with another church. When their priest finally retired, they 
approached the bishop and said we think it is time to end.   
 
However, another member was being stirred to do something quite different. I met her 
as we were both going through the way of St. Paul coaching training about a year and a 
half ago.  I heard the same story of a church that was considering closing and for whom 
other options like merging didn’t seem to work.  Over the months of our training as we 
shared our stories, she said she had a dream of keeping an Episcopal presence in 
Maple Shade and was exploring having house church with other members.   She also 
wanted whatever they did to happen on main street rather than the residential 
neighborhood the church had been in.  Since she happens to live on main street, over 
time the house church turned into praise and worship in her garage. It began to grow 
and one day they had a music festival and 30 people showed up.  
 
The St. John’s community kept discerning and recently the church was put up for sale. It 
sold way more quickly than they thought. They are now searching for a storefront on 
main street and plan to start worshipping there.  The transition is not without bumps – 
not everyone at the church is happy with this outcome. They have to deal with where to 
have a funeral or a wedding, but they have some ideas to deal with that.  However, you 
can feel a real excitement among those working on this endeavor and it is clear to me 
that Christ is very present.   
 
They are in a completely different place than they were when I first heard about this 
church and I can’t wait to see what happens next.  Talk about resurrection from the 
ashes.  This is why Jesus says ‘do not be alarmed” because God is still working 
bringing about new life in the most desperate and horrifying times.  
 
So yes buildings are being torn down in front of us both literally and figuratively. But do 
not be alarmed.  God is still working and very much present.  This is why we must be 
faithful in our prayer, reading of scripture and our worship.  Those are the ways that 
keep our hearts and minds open to the movement of God in this world.  Trust in that and 
see what new way God is birthing among us.  


