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This morning’s Gospel reveals an inspiring and hopeful journey from despair and 
sadness to a life of Godly and joyful expectation.  The gospel of St. Luke is the only one 
of the four gospels that includes this account, even though there is a mention in Mark 
16:12 And after that, He appeared in a different form to two of them, while they were 
walking along on their way to the country. 
   This story reveals something about how and who we are as human beings, and our 
relationship with God in this “show me” world.  Just like Thomas, many of us today, if we 
don’t see, we don’t believe.  But most importantly this story tells us, how Jesus opens 
our eyes to see Him for who He is, and how we can come to know Him.  I interpret the 
journey to Emmaus as both a physical and a spiritual journey where two disciples after 
the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord, walked seven miles away from Jerusalem to 
their village of Emmaus.  I would like to emphasize on the word “away”, because, all 
throughout the scriptures, we are reminded continuously that all things lead to 
Jerusalem, to the throne of our Lord.  Yet, we find them walking away from the Lord. 
     And, it also describes for us, what could be understood as our own journey in life and 
how we sometimes lack the capacity to recognize Jesus, even if His presence is in our 
midst, right in the center of our lives. We can be blind to what the Scripture says about 
Him, to recognize Jesus for whom he is, and most significantly, the need to witness to 
the world of what magnificent love we have received in this glorious and awesome 
resurrection, as a promise of our salvation. The gospel paints a picture of the two men 
as they head back to their village, to their homes and why not probably back to their 
families and jobs, returning to their life struggles as usual. They’re filled with sadness 
after their dreams and hopes have been shattered by Christ’s horrible death on the 
cross, their expectation of seeing the Messiah and Redeemer raised in victory, vanished 
at the cross, disappointed, disillusioned, defeated, filled with doubts, discouraged, in 
despair, is probably what they felt as they walked on that road conversing with each 
other. And out of the blue, Jesus appears to them, without them even realizing it.  Their 
eyes closed to recognizing Him.  
      On various occasions God has prevented people from seeing Him after the 
resurrection. The first time was in John 20:15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, 
“Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him 
away.” Then in John 21, He appears to the disciples while they were fishing and Jesus 
told them to cast the net on the right side of the boat and they after listening to this 
stranger, with disbelief, caught so many fish that they could barely haul the net, then, 
they realized it was Jesus, And, again in today’s gospel of Luke.  Even though Jesus 
had predicted that He would rise again on the third day, the disciples didn’t fully 



understand, clearly they weren’t looking for Him to be resurrected.  These passages 
suggest that their inability to recognize Christ was first of all a product and phenomenon 
of His glorified body. He could appear as a gardener or as just a traveler and withhold 
His true identity.  So the bigger question is, why did the Lord do this? Perhaps to 
illustrate how He comes to us in different ways, and uses different people and events to 
teach us and reach us. He might work through any one of us, reaffirming our faith, the 
Holy Spirit is always near and readily working in our lives.  

 But perhaps this also illustrates how, if we ignore His Word and its careful application 
to the details of our lives, and walking independently of His fellowship and guidance; if 
we are ignoring His answers to life and its questions as found for us in the Scriptures, 
then we become filled with unbelief, blind, and insensitive to His presence, not 
permitting him to work in our lives. Just as Jesus talks to them of how all these things 
were foreseen in the scriptures and how the scriptures lead to Jesus. How He had to die 
a scornful death to cleanse us of our sins, the true sacrificial Lamb and to resurrect on 
the third day in all his glory, how this was necessary to fulfill the Holy prophecy.   
Now, we also know that one of the men is named Cleopas, while the other disciple has 
no name or description.  And possibly, St. Luke was deliberate in this action of his 
account, which for all intentions, allows us to place ourselves in this story, and this 
second person could very well be any one of us here today on that same road to 
Emmaus which can also represent the road of our present lives. So, these two disciples, 
who we know are not of the original twelve, although were followers of Jesus.  Who 
probably traveled to listen to Christ speak, amazed at his wisdom and followed his 
teachings and perhaps, as the others believed, by their own standards, that things 
would turn out in their favor, that this prophet or Godly being would not die but live, to 
free them from roman rule as they envisioned.  Do you ever feel like everything in your 
life is going wrong and things aren’t going your way?  When things don’t work out how 
you want them to, or when you want them to.  

 Many times we get caught up in ourselves?  In our own woes, and lose sight of 
what’s important.  We overload ourselves with material thoughts and put worldly values 
first.  For what?  After all, without God we end up feeling empty.  We all have these 
feelings at one time or another.  Just as the disciples didn’t hear Jesus when he walked 
and shared his life with them.   

Like Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary and the other women in Luke 24, when they 
found the empty tomb, why didn’t they realize right there and then that the scripture and 
His teaching was being fulfilled. Maybe, with Jesus Christ unrecognized, He wasn’t free 
to work in their lives and hearts, and the dialog here, becomes a depiction of what the 
message of Christ’s death and resurrection would be, just theological information 
without seeing and trusting in the spiritual implications.  We’re blind until we are willing 
to open our hearts, and the way to open our hearts is by Faith. We must never forget 
the words in Matthew 28:20 “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.” 



Let us not lose faith in God; He is with us always even if at times it may feel as he has 
abandoned us, for example, when we go thru trying times, illnesses or pain.  He is here 
with us.  As people of God we can see his presence if we only stop to look around, I 
personally see Him, when I look at this congregation, in our fellowship, building our 
common ground in faith by worshiping together, at the peace, in your smiles, in the 
children’s eyes filled with innocent hope, in the voices of this heavenly choir.   

Let us not lose hope but reinforce our faith with one another today, in the promise 
that the resurrected Christ is with us always, that His promise of salvation is constant 
and His mercy and love for us is never-ending.  In a little while when we approach the 
Lord’s Table at the Eucharist, “Let the risen Lord; be known to us in the breaking of the 
bread”, as he did with His disciples on that road to Emmaus.  And, at the end of the 
service, when we leave this house of worship and go into the world, let us be faithful 
witnesses of our resurrected Savior that we’ve come to know thru His Holy scriptures 
and our faith, and just as the two disciples did; returning to attest to the others, that we, 
also share His story with the world for His Glory.  Let us praise the living God!  Christ 
has risen in deed, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. Amen. 


