
 

CELEBRATING ADVENT AT HOME 
 

 
 
 

Advent is the season leading up to Christmas. It begins four Sundays before 
December 25 and is our time of preparation for our yearly celebration of 
the birth of Jesus into our world.  Lighting the candles on an Advent wreath 
in the weeks leading up to Christmas is a great way to help us remember 
that we are preparing to celebrate the birth of Christ. In church, every week 
another candle is lighted as we journey towards Christmas. 

 

As we do in church, it is customary to have an Advent wreath in our homes 
and to light a candle for each week of Advent.  Prayers typically accompany 
the lighting and this can be done at every evening meal or on the first 
evening meal of the week.   

 

This year’s Advent Wreath prayers focus on stories – the stories in scripture 
and our stories. If you are doing this every night, skip the scripture story 
after the first time you use it, and just use the prayers for lighting of wreath. 
If you would like to use scripture every time then go to last page of this 
booklet for daily readings.  

 



PRAYERS TO USE WITH YOUR ADVENT WREATH 
 

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT: HOPE - Dec 2 – Dec 8 
Leader 1: In this first week of Advent, we light the first candle, the candle of 
hope. We look forward to the coming of Jesus, who is our hope now and 
forever. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3). In 
this hope we look forward to celebrating Jesus’ birth on Christmas, and we 
look forward to Jesus’ coming again. 
 
Prayer at the lighting of the first candle 
Leader 2: Dear God, as we light this candle, we pray that you will shine the 
light of your hope into our hearts and into our world. Amen. 

*One candle is lit. The same candle is burned each day of the 1st week. 

All: One candle, burning bright,  
chasing away the darkness from light. 
One candle, glowing light,  
The blessing of God, giving new sight. 

Scripture: A Story of Hope  The story of Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 
15:1-6 and 21:1-3.  

Reader: This is a story of hope. God promises a son to Abraham and Sarah. Even 

though it took a long time for their son to be born, God kept his promise. 15 Later 
the LORD spoke to Abram in a vision, “Abram, don’t be afraid! I will 
protect you and reward you greatly.”2 But Abram answered, “LORD All-
Powerful, you have given me everything I could ask for, except children. 
And when I die, Eliezer of Damascus will get all I own.[a] 3 You have not 
given me any children, and this servant of mine will inherit everything.” 
4 The LORD replied, “No, he won’t! You will have a son of your own, and 
everything you have will be his.” 5 Then the LORD took Abram outside and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-6+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-307a


said, “Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars. That’s how many 
descendants you will have.” 6 Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD was 
pleased with him.  
21 1The LORD was good to Sarah and kept his promise. 2 Although 
Abraham was very old, Sarah had a son exactly at the time God had said. 
3 Abraham named his son Isaac.  

Contemporary English Version 
 

Questions: Share a time when you have experienced God’s hope, perhaps 
in a time of difficulty. 
 

Younger people questions: What are you hoping for? How does God help 
us with what we are hoping for? 
 

*The candle may remain lighted during the meal. 
 
SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT: JOY Dec 9 – Dec 15 
Leader 1: Today we light the candle of joy. In Luke 2:10 the angel told the 
shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ, the Lord.” Jesus’ birth brings us great joy. 
 
Prayer at the lighting of the candles 
Leader 2: Dear God, give us joy in our hearts, now and forever. Help us to 
tell other people about this joy too. Amen. 
*The first candle and a candle next to it are lit. The same candles are burned each 

day of the 2nd week. 
 

All: Two candles, burning bright,  
chasing away the darkness from light. 
Two candles, glowing light,  
The blessing of God, giving new sight. 
 
 



Scripture: A Story of great Joy - Acts 8:26-40 
Reader: This is the story of Philip, a disciple of Jesus and his encounter with the 
Ethiopian from. 8 26The Lord’s angel said to Philip, “Go south along the 
desert road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So Philip left. An 
important Ethiopian official happened to be going along that road in his 
chariot. He was the chief treasurer for Candace, the Queen of Ethiopia. 
The official had gone to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was now on his way 
home. He was sitting in his chariot, reading the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
29 The Spirit told Philip to catch up with the chariot. 30 Philip ran up close 
and heard the man reading aloud from the book of Isaiah. Philip asked 
him, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 The official answered, 
“How can I understand unless someone helps me?” He then invited Philip 
to come up and sit beside him. 32 The man was reading the passage that 
said, “He was led like a sheep on its way to be killed. He was silent as a lamb 
whose wool is being cut off, and he did not say a word. 33 He was treated 
like a nobody and did not receive a fair trial. How can he have children, if 
his life is snatched away?”34 The official said to Philip, “Tell me, was the 
prophet talking about himself or about someone else?” 35 So Philip began at 
this place in the Scriptures and explained the good news about Jesus. 36-37 As 
they were going along the road, they came to a place where there was some 
water. The official said, “Look! Here is some water. Why can’t I be 
baptized?” 38 He ordered the chariot to stop. Then they both went down 
into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 After they had come out of the 
water, the Lord’s Spirit took Philip away. The official never saw him again, 
but he was very happy as he went on his way. 40 Philip later appeared in 
Azotus. He went from town to town, all the way to Caesarea, telling people 
about Jesus.  

Contemporary English Version 
 

Questions: Share the story of how you came to know Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior or of a time when you experienced great joy. 
 

Younger people questions: What does it mean to have joy? When have you 
had joy?  When has God helped you have joy? 



*The candles may remain lighted during the meal 
 

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT: LOVE Dec 16 - 22 
Leader 1: Today we light the candle of love. In 1 John 4:7 we read, “Dear 
friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God.” 
 
Prayer at the lighting of the candles 
Leader 2: Dear God, we love you because we know that you loved us first. 
As we light this candle, help us love to each other and tell others about the 
love of Jesus. Amen. 

*Three candles are lit. The same candles are burned each day of the 3rd week. 
 
All: Three candles, burning bright,  
chasing away the darkness from light. 
Three candles, glowing light,  
The blessing of God, giving new sight. 
 
Scripture: A story of love - Genesis 33:1-17,  
Reader: This is the story of Jacob’s return to Esau and the gracious spirit in 
which Esau received him. 33 1Later that day Jacob met Esau coming with 
his four hundred men. So Jacob had his children walk with their mothers. 
2 The two servant women, Zilpah and Bilhah, together with their children 
went first, followed by Leah and her children, then by Rachel and Joseph. 
3 Jacob himself walked in front of them all, bowing to the ground seven 
times as he came near his brother. 4 But Esau ran toward Jacob and hugged 
and kissed him. Then the two brothers started crying. 5 When Esau noticed 
the women and children he asked, “Whose children are these?” Jacob 
answered, “These are the ones the LORD has been kind enough to give to 
me, your servant.” 6 Then the two servant women and their children came 
and bowed down to Esau. 7 Next, Leah and her children came and bowed 
down; finally, Joseph and Rachel also came and bowed down. 8 Esau asked 
Jacob, “What did you mean by these herds I met along the road?” “Master,” 



Jacob answered, “I sent them so that you would be friendly to me.” 9 “But, 
brother, I already have plenty,” Esau replied. “Keep them for yourself.” 
10 “No!” Jacob said. “Please accept these gifts as a sign of your friendship for 
me. When you welcomed me and I saw your face, it was like seeing the face 
of God. 11 Please accept these gifts I brought to you. God has been good to 
me, and I have everything I need.” Jacob kept insisting until Esau accepted 
the gifts. 12 “Let’s get ready to travel,” Esau said. “I’ll go along with you.” 
13 But Jacob answered, “Master, you know traveling is hard on children, and 
I have to look after the sheep and goats that are nursing their young. If my 
animals travel too much in one day, they will all die. 14 Why don’t you go on 
ahead and let me travel along slowly with the children, the herds, and the 
flocks. We can meet again in the country of Edom.” 15 Esau replied, “Let me 
leave some of my men with you.” “You don’t have to do that,” Jacob 
answered. “I am happy, simply knowing that you are friendly to me.” 16 So 
Esau left for Edom. 17 But Jacob went to Succoth, where he built a house for 
himself and set up shelters for his animals. That’s why the place is called 
Succoth. Contemporary English Version 
 
Question: Share a time when the love of Christ was shown to you through 
the ministry of others. 
 

Younger people questions: When has someone else helped you see or 
experience the love of Jesus? In something they did for you?  In something 
they said? 

*The candles may remain lighted during the meal 
 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT: PEACE Dec 23 - 24 
Today we light the candle of peace. Only Jesus, who came to earth to be our 
Prince of Peace, can give us peace. In Philippians 4 Paul wrote, “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 



 
Prayer at the lighting of the candles 
Dear God, help us to know how close you are to us all the time, and help us 
to show you and your peace to other people. Amen. 

*All four candles are lit. 
 

All: Four candles, burning bright,  
chasing away the darkness from light. 
Four candles, glowing light,  
The blessing of God, giving new sight. 
 
Scripture: A story about Peace - John 14:15-27  
Reader: This is a story telling us that the Holy Spirit will come to us and that Jesus 
gives us peace.  
 15 Jesus said to his disciples: If you love me, you will do as I command. 
16 Then I will ask the Father to send you the Holy Spirit who will help you 
and always be with you. 17 The Spirit will show you what is true. The people 
of this world cannot accept the Spirit, because they don’t see or know him. 
But you know the Spirit, who is with you and will keep on living in you. 18 I 
won’t leave you like orphans. I will come back to you. 19 In a little while the 
people of this world won’t be able to see me, but you will see me. And 
because I live, you will live. 20 Then you will know that I am one with the 
Father. You will know that you are one with me, and I am one with you. 
21 If you love me, you will do what I have said, and my Father will love you. I 
will also love you and show you what I am like. 22 The other Judas, not 
Judas Iscariot, then spoke up and asked, “Lord, what do you mean by saying 
that you will show us what you are like, but you will not show the people of 
this world?” 23 Jesus replied: If anyone loves me, they will obey me. Then my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and live in them. 24 But 
anyone who doesn’t love me, won’t obey me. What they have heard me say 
doesn’t really come from me, but from the Father who sent me. 25 I have 
told you these things while I am still with you. 26 But the Holy Spirit will 
come and help[c] you, because the Father will send the Spirit to take my 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-27&version=CEV#fen-CEV-24629c


place. The Spirit will teach you everything and will remind you of what I 
said while I was with you. 27 I give you peace, the kind of peace that only I 
can give. It isn’t like the peace that this world can give. So don’t be worried 
or afraid.  

Contemporary English Version 
 

Questions: Where would you like there to be peace?  In the world or locally 
e.g. at work? 
 

Younger people questions:  What does having peace mean?  Where do we 
need peace? 

*The candles may remain lighted during the meal 
 

Notes: Traditionally, the youngest child lights the candle the first week, the oldest child the 
second week, one parent the third week and the other parent the fourth week. However, these 
roles can be chosen to make sure everyone is included and there is family peace. 
 
Additional Readings 

First Week 
Sunday  Luke 21:25-36  
Monday  Daniel 7:13-14  
Tuesday  Joel 3:14-18  
Wednesday  Micah 4:1-7  
Thursday  Luke 17:22-37  
Friday  Romans 13:11-14  
Saturday  Psalm 90  
Sunday  Luke 3:1-6  

 

Second Week 
Sunday  Luke 3:1-6  
Monday  Isaiah 40:1-11  
Tuesday  Isaiah 57:14-19  
Wednesday  Isaiah 62:1-5, 10-12  
Thursday  Zechariah 2:10-13  
Friday  1 Peter 1:13-16  
Saturday  Psalm 85  
Sunday  Luke 3:7-18  

 

Third Week 
Sunday  Luke 3:7-18  
Monday  Luke 13:1-9  
Tuesday  Acts 2:1, 36-42  
Wednesday  Acts 13:16-39  
Thursday  Acts 17:22-31  
Friday  John 15:1-8  
Saturday  Psalm 1  
Sunday  Luke 1:39-55  

 

Fourth Week 
Sunday  Luke 1:39-55  
Monday  Luke 1:56-80  
Tuesday  Luke 1:26-38  
Wednesday  Matthew 1:18-25  
Thursday  Isaiah 9:2-7  
Friday  Luke 2:1-20  
Saturday  John 1:1-14  
Sunday  Luke 2:41-52  

 

 


