
One of my favorite things to do is look for little patterns or coincidences that arise when you look 
closer at the things around you. I like to think God leaves little details like this all around to see if 
we’re paying attention. We are an easily distracted bunch, and it is so gratifying to happen 
across these little “easter eggs” in our own lives. One example of a theme is God’s personal 
love for the number 3. As Schoolhouse Rock! so notably points out, it is a “magic number”. It’s 
in the Holy Trinity...Jesus rose from the dead on the third day...our good friend St. Peter denies 
Jesus and then later on affirms his love for him, each occurring three times...and there’s 
countless more instances. Being that I am Freddie the Third, I tend to notice these threes. So 
when I realized that my THIRD sermon would happen to fall on the 3 month anniversary of me 
attending St. Peter’s, needless to say, it put a smile on my face.  
 
One of the places my pattern seeking behavior likely comes from is that I am an obsessive 
movie and television buff, so I’m always looking for details in them. Before smartphones, I was 
the guy my friends and family would call and ask “hey, I’m watching this movie and I’m trying to 
think of where I know the actor from” and 9 times out of 10, I could tell you. Being the fanatic I 
am, when I read today’s readings, I was struck with the wisdom of the mid-1980s movie 
philosopher, Ferris Bueller. While getting ready for his famous “day out”, Ferris observes “Life 
moves pretty fast...if you don’t stop and look around once in a while, you could miss it.” He then 
proceeds to spend the rest of his day with his close friend and girlfriend experiencing many 
wondrous things in the greater Chicago Metropolitan area that the average 80s teenager, stuck 
in school, would not have the opportunity to see. 
 
Today’s readings call us to follow in Ferris’ footsteps. If I may, I’d like to replace “life” in Mr. 
Bueller’s famous quote with “God”. Because each of these readings demonstrate that while God 
doesn’t always move pretty fast, that if we don’t stop and take a look around once in a while we 
could miss his presence in our lives. In each of the passages, we hear the testimony of people 
bearing witness to the truly *awesome* sights of God. Our passage from Second Kings 
describes Elijah aware that his mission is coming to an end. As a result, Elijah goes to the 
various schools of prophets to say his goodbyes and give them his blessing. And as another 
example of the pattern I mentioned earlier, three times he tries to get his attendant Elisha to 
remain behind and three times Elisha vows to not leave him as long as he lives. The two 
continue on, cross the Jordan, and Elisha asks to be the heir to Elijah’s leadership status over 
the school of prophets. Elijah responds it will be granted only if Elisha witnesses him as he is 
being taken. Elisha watches as Elijah is taken up by what appears to be a flaming chariot with 
horses made of fire. Can you imagine if someone you had been serving alongside for ages, just 
suddenly got picked up and carried away to the sky by a car made of fire? I would probably 
have a heart attack seeing something like that, and Elisha watches it all. 
 
The gospel this week also provides us an amazing view into the importance of being present in 
the amazing acts of God. Last week, we had a passage from the first chapter of Mark, not long 
after Jesus calls his first disciples. We studied this in Chili Church the Thursday before and one 
thing we noticed was a certain “hush hush” tone about the reading; that much of what Jesus and 
his followers were doing was in darkness or kept secret. This continues many times in the next 7 



chapters as Jesus performed many miracles, but repeatedly asked those present to tell no one.. 
Jesus does not want his mission to get attention from the wrong people for fear of persecution 
and oppression, so mum’s the word. However, in today’s reading, we see Jesus taking his plan 
to the next level. He knows that his time is limited on Earth and in order to really fulfill his 
mission, he has to begin to let the disciples in on the plan. So first, Jesus transfigures before 
Peter/John/James into this figure of dazzling white, a white so dazzling, no earthly person could 
bleach it that way. Then, who appears with him, but Moses and Elijah, both of them also having 
been witnesses to the presence of God within their journey. And then, as if this is not amazing 
enough yet, GOD himself appears before them and speaks to them. Before this, the disciples 
had faith in Jesus, the things he said, and they saw his miracles, so yeah, it makes sense that 
he could be the son of God. But God himself comes before them and confirms it, THIS IS MY 
SON. The BELOVED. LISTEN TO HIM! Shortly after this, Jesus takes them back down the 
mountain, and what I find interesting is this appears to be the first time, in Mark at least, that 
Jesus follows “tell no one…” with “until after the Son of Man has risen from the dead”. So we 
see that Jesus’ mission does not end with his passing. Much like Elisha, the disciples are being 
asked to take up Jesus’ mantle and spread the good that Jesus had started in the world, and to 
tell others what they have seen. Jesus implies there’s more to come, and the gospel shows the 
disciples preparing themselves for the day that is coming where they are to take up the reins. 
Not only is Jesus himself transfigured in this moment, but the focus of Jesus, his disciples, and 
their shared mission are transfigured as well. 
 
The readings provide us with clear examples of the good things that can come from taking the 
time to be a part of what God has planned and to bear witness to his amazing sights. Elisha 
vows to serve alongside Elijah and as a result is with him until the very end. When Elijah is 
taken, despite the intensity of the fire and whirlwind associated with it, Elisha never turns away. 
Elisha stands by his promise until he can see Elijah no more. His reward is that when Elijah is 
taken, his mantle is left behind, which Elisha (literally) takes up, and continues the work Elijah 
started. He leads the school of prophets, makes many prophecies himself, and commits 
miracles for many he encounters in his work. The disciples Peter, John, and James put their 
trust in Jesus, and they are rewarded with Jesus putting his trust in them. Jesus takes them up 
on the mountain and shows that he is literally the bridge between heaven and earth for them, 
showing them the presence of God and his true identity as the Son of God. Their faith in Jesus 
allowed them to be present and be witness to this.  
 
So think about what are we doing to put our faith in God, and bear witness to the awesome 
sights he puts into our lives? It’s so easy for me to be distracted with video games, tv shows, 
movies, and my phone. There are times where we all are guilty of letting ourselves be 
distracted. But we have to fight that and if we don’t see God’s awesome works, we have to seek 
them out ourselves. Elisha and the disciples did not just go “no, you go on ahead. I have some 
This is Us episodes to catch up on”. They took chances and followed people they saw doing 
amazing things and put their faith in them, and as a result, they got so much joy and amazing 
experiences. God gives us opportunities to be part of this all the time, but we have to be open 
and willing to accept them.  



To touch again on Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, many of us are like Cameron, Ferris’ friend. 
Cameron makes the excuse that he’s sick and that’s why he can’t participate in Ferris’ plans. He 
manages to convince himself and Ferris he’s better off staying home. Ferris however eventually 
convinces him, albeit manipulatively, into going out with them for the day anyway. As a result, 
Cameron gets to see an art museum, a baseball game, Ferris singing in a parade, the Sears 
Tower, and eats lunch in a fancy restaurant. If you take away some destruction of his property 
and almost getting caught several times, he has a heck of a day and has experiences that few 
people can say they have. And even though Cameron faces some hard moments at the end of 
that day, he is a stronger, better person for having experienced everything that day. God puts 
people like Ferris in our lives all the time; people who convince us to break out of the routines 
we create and experience the amazing things God has put into this world. But we also have to 
remember that God’s opportunities move pretty fast, and if we don’t stop and look around once 
in a while...we could miss him. 


